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A BIT ABOUT ME

15 September 2017© NSW Department of Education Page 2



SO, WHAT ARE MY 
EXPECTATIONS?
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TYING IT ALL TOGETHER

- Why? How? What?...WHY?
- There are so many reforms!!!
- What works best?
- What does excellence look like?
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KEY ASSUMPTIONS
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✓ This is not a starting point
✓ Schools are already doing great work in the area of teaching 

and learning
✓ The Literacy and Numeracy Strategy and other teaching and 

learning priorities provide scaffolds to enable teachers to 
make significantly positive differences for our students

✓ Sustaining quality classrooms will create enabling 
environments for students to achieve

✓ Teachers who know their students, how they learn and 
what they need to learn have the greatest impact on 
student achievement



WHY? HOW? WHAT?
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HOW DO WE DO 
EVERYTHING!!??!!



“WHY” IS CRITICAL
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× It’s just NAPLAN
× You’re making us teach to the test
× But, we always do the letter A, the number 7 and the colour 

green in Week 4! 
× All of this fancy stuff gets in the way of teaching
× They are just children, they should be allowed to play
× I know it’s week 3, but I haven’t got time to teach reading 

because we need to practice for the special assembly in 
Week 10

× You're right, I’m not good at teaching writing.
× Maths is not my strength.
× Why are you making us change?
× Why are you being so mean?
× Stop picking on me!



YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS STUFF!
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THE REAL WHY…
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…students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions to 
interpret and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of 
school and for participating effectively in society. Literacy involves students listening to, 
reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating oral, print, visual and digital texts, 
and using and modifying language for different purposes in a range of contexts.
Literacy encompasses the knowledge and skills students need to access, understand, 
analyse and evaluate information, make meaning, express thoughts and emotions, 
present ideas and opinions, interact with others and participate in activities at school 
and in their lives beyond school. Success in any learning area depends on being able to 
use the significant, identifiable and distinctive literacy that is important for learning 
and representative of the content of that learning area (Australian Curriculum)



THE REAL WHY…
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…Numeracy encompasses the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that 
students need to use mathematics in a wide range of situations. It involves students 
recognising and understanding the role of mathematics in the world and having the 
dispositions and capacities to use mathematical knowledge and skills purposefully 
(Australian Curriculum)



WHY? HOW? WHAT?
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WHY? HOW? WHAT?
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WHAT WORKS BEST
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WHAT WORKS BEST – LITERACY AND NUMERACY
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WHAT WORKS BEST?
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OUR TEACHERS  NEED TO 
KNOW WHAT 
GREAT LOOKS LIKE
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WHAT 
WORKS…?
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TRACTION…
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School Level = 
Classroom Level =

Student Level



ACCOUNTABILITY WITH REGARD 
TO
LITERACY AND NUMERACY

5 take-away strategies for DPSNSW 
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Literacy K-10

KNOWING THE CONTINUUMS
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Literacy K-10

KNOWING THE CONTINUUMS
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…students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions to 
interpret and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of 
school and for participating effectively in society. Literacy involves students listening to, 
reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating oral, print, visual and digital texts, 
and using and modifying language for different purposes in a range of contexts.
Literacy encompasses the knowledge and skills students need to access, understand, 
analyse and evaluate information, make meaning, express thoughts and emotions, 
present ideas and opinions, interact with others and participate in activities at school 
and in their lives beyond school. Success in any learning area depends on being able to 
use the significant, identifiable and distinctive literacy that is important for learning 
and representative of the content of that learning area (Australian Curriculum)



LITERACY K-10
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LITERACY K-10
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Year 3 students who have achieved 
Cluster 8 at a deep level and are 
working strongly in Cluster 9 are the 
most likely to achieve 
in the Top Two Bands in 
NAPLAN.

Focus on the students assessed as 
‘achieving’ in Cluster 8 
at the end of Year 2 BUT are not yet
working strongly at Cluster 9.





LITERACY K-10

15 September 2017© NSW Department of Education Page 28

Year 5 students who have achieved 
Cluster 10 at a deep level and are 
working strongly in Cluster 11 are the 
most likely to achieve 
in the Top Two Bands in 
NAPLAN.

Focus on the students assessed as 
‘achieving’ in Cluster 10 
at the end of Year 4 BUT are not yet
working strongly at Cluster 11.

It needs to be noted that 
Years 3-6 = 4 clusters, with 
many aspects of literacy 
included within each cluster





0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

R and C and W all 8+

R and W both 8+

R and C both 8+

Writing Cluster 8+

Comprehension Cluster 8+

Reading Cluster 8+

Percentage of students at each NAPLAN Reading Band by 
Cluster level at end of Year 2

Band 1 & 2 Band 3 & 4 Band 5 & 6

5 SCHOOL CASE STUDY



KNOW YOUR STUDENTS - LITERACY 
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Talk to me about your Year 5 students who 
achieved Cluster 10 in Comprehension at the 
beginning of this year, but are not achieving 
strongly within Cluster 11 at the moment?    
What are their names?  What do they need to 
learn? What are you doing to address their 
needs? How are your Teaching and Learning 
Programs reflecting what you are doing with 
those students to maximise their growth?



LITERACY – “THE BIG 5”

Year 3

1. Audience and purpose

2. Knowledge about texts 

Year 5

1. Audience and purpose

2. Knowledge about texts

3. Figurative language

Year 7

4.Text complexity

5. Characterisation

Vocabulary



YEAR 3 2016 NAPLAN – 5 SCHOOLS

Q.35: Some bats are  called 

flying foxes  because of their 

√ appearance 28%

X speed  24%

X size  22%





33%

YEAR 3



33%

30%

YEAR 3



33%

30%

Direct locate = 30%



WHERE TO NEXT?

Consider 

Analysis  of  PLAN data for reading, writing and comprehension for 
students who participated in NAPLAN  2016.

Conduct data driven conversation with teachers on what  changes 
we need to see in how students navigate the demands of texts.

Engage students in discussion  around texts that requires them to 
collaboratively negotiate  their understanding of the texts.



Audience and purpose

Vocabulary

Knowledge about texts

Figurative language

Characterisation

Audience and purpose

Vocabulary

Knowledge about texts

Figurative language

Characterisation



CONTINUUMS AND 
SYLLABUS

The Continuums provide the enabling 
environment for teachers to address the 
Syllabuses
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https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-
support/literacy/nsw-literacy-continuum-k10

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-support/literacy/nsw-literacy-continuum-k10
https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-support/literacy/nsw-literacy-continuum-k10


Numeracy K-10

KNOWING THE CONTINUUMS
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Literacy K-10

KNOWING THE CONTINUUMS

15 September 2017© NSW Department of Education Page 42

…students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions to 
interpret and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of 
school and for participating effectively in society. Literacy involves students listening to, 
reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating oral, print, visual and digital texts, 
and using and modifying language for different purposes in a range of contexts.
Literacy encompasses the knowledge and skills students need to access, understand, 
analyse and evaluate information, make meaning, express thoughts and emotions, 
present ideas and opinions, interact with others and participate in activities at school 
and in their lives beyond school. Success in any learning area depends on being able to 
use the significant, identifiable and distinctive literacy that is important for learning 
and representative of the content of that learning area (Australian Curriculum)



NUMERACY K-10
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NUMERACY K-10
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UNDERSTANDING THE TARGET | NUMERACY

In Year 3, multiplicative ways of thinking includes 
understanding multiples of 10 in place value

Year 3 Numeracy (2015)

Students need more than knowledge of number 
facts or procedures to get to the top bands in 
numeracy.



NUMERACY K-10
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Students with a sound understanding of place value 
can tell whether their answers are reasonable.  



NUMERACY K-10
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KNOW YOUR STUDENTS - NUMERACY 
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Talk to me about the students in your Year 3 and 
4 classes who are yet to achieve the ‘Jump 
Method’ in Aspect 4 of the Numeracy Continuum.  
What are their names?  Have they fully achieved 
‘Counting on and back’ stage in Aspect 1 of the 
continuum? What do they need to learn? What 
are you doing to address their needs?



CONTINUUMS AND 
SYLLABUS

The Continuums provide the enabling 
environment for teachers to address the 
Syllabuses
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https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-
support/numeracy/nsw-numeracy-continuum-k10

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-support/numeracy/nsw-numeracy-continuum-k10
https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy-support/numeracy/nsw-numeracy-continuum-k10


THINGS TO CONSIDER
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KEEP DOING A GREAT JOB!!!
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